Hcrk zhs rollmg of the tlmndtf !

Lo the sun! Andlo there under.

Riseth wrach, and hope and wonder.

--Wiltiam Mo ris.
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umed Intewvention In Guiana.

n Tt ursday 8th October 1953,
the day“schedaled for the passing
of the Labour Relations Bill, the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers and other
British and British commanded
roops, dashed across the Atlartic
by warships and aircraft,
anded at Georgetown the capital
of British Guiana, the only British
(blony on the mainland of South
dmerica. In London, Churehill
nnounced that he was prepared
b send more rein-forcements.

the United States the organs
if propaganda spoke of a “bloody
evolt” in Guiana and the British
People were told that this action
bf the ruling circles of Great
Britian was taken in order to
Wirustrate a  communist coup.
[anded ashore the troops asked
mssers-by “Where is the war ?”
fWhere is the battiefield ?”
'Where is the . half-a-foot of

flood 2 The (jui'mese women
oppmg in the markets rocked
yith ironic langhter. The work-
ng people were puzzled. Asthe
jours crept on, it became clear
fhat the® cmmtrv was to be occu-
i d, that this was no passing visit.
"This” said the Guianese people
with one voice “is the climax of
he slandér propaganda campaign
gainst the People" Progressive
Party. Agamsb'o a defencrless
iople theyshave brought machine
ins - and tanks This is their
emomacy

“These guns” the canwersalnons
Wvent on at street corgess
4 ever k1]1 the P.P. P The Isauy
i ver die”’

GALM AND HR o
The sathe afternogd, aftétthe
neeting of the House of Asserp‘

o p—

bly, the P.P.P. Assembly men
were loudly cheered outside the
Public Building. Party Ministers
were lifted and carried into the
Ministerial Building. As the dusk
deepened so did the anger of the
people. The bitter fact that Brit-
ish troops were to sleep in our
country deeply annoyed the
Guianese people. All might
people walked the streets looking
for the guid:rce of the Party.
The Party cancelled all public
meetings, for it was clear that the
opportunity would be taken  to
create an ineident and to de some
shooting. The Party also issned
a leaflet “‘On Guard” which point-
ed out the situation to the peopie
and again called upon them to
remain united, calm and firm.
“If your leaders are arreste 1"’ said
the leaflet, “new leaders will
arige.” The Guianese people ral-
lied in no uncertain manner to the
call of the Party, demonstrating
that the Party was the leader not
only of its members but of all
patriotic Guianese.

NEXT STEP

9

The next step waS<fere bav-"s

ernor Savage, backed by the Navy
and Army, local police and volun-
teers, to release the ‘statement of
Churchill Government and to
declare a state of emergency, to
dismiss the People’s Ministers
and to prorogue both Houses of
the Legislatare. The Party which

“ogn” 5was elected in the majority o

April 27th, agamstp@ry waapon
of imperialism, short of arms,
was put out of theGoverment by
force of arms. THg officia] state-
ments were broadca.st over

» of the Legislature.

“Radio Demerara” for the en-
tire day. TRadio Demerara play-
ed “Rule Britannia? and martial
music. An _emergency order
giving powers to the Governor.
police and military to search and
arrest without warrant was hastily
" published. Meetings and demon-
strations were banned. All pow-
ers were given to the Governor,
the representative of Whitehall.
In effect the colonial authorities
tried to cut off the leaders from
the people, while collaring for
themselves the Press and the
radio, with willing stooges in cer-
tain pulpits. T he American
anthoritiesin Washington
expressed their full satisfaction.
with the “timely action” of the
British Government.

BAGKSROUND

Whiat is the background of this
military action ? On April 27th
the Peoples Progressive Party, a
broad democratic allianee against
colonialism won 18 seats out of
24 in the lower (elected) Chamber
This-entitled
the Party
geeutive alongside 3 officialg, one
Mifister from the State Couneil
(nominated) and the Governor,
who swas head of the Executive.
The Governor possessed othe
power to put iteras on the agenda
and to postpone, af well as to veto
any decision of any houle. -:The
Governor wa$ not il praetice
bound to accept the advi®y of the
Iixecutive Couneil and often acled
@5gainst such advice.. Neverthe-
slgs® the presence of the people’s

Ministers who openly optosed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 120
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FHOM PAGE 27
r, Londen—"Bri-
& displwy of force
1celess pzople and
1y elected govern-
paralell even in
shameful history
nperialism. Our
re the people who
ning  bloodshed.
eople who are us-
cy are the people
) reimpose a plan-
1ip en the colony.
honour of the Bri-
Movement is af
Labour Party Ex-
3 T.U.C. General
by and watch the
1gs of democracy
out by force in
y by the Tory Gov-
I be branded for

t, London—"The
ent attack on the
ish Guiana is the
] outrage in the
iy history of Bri-
m, The despatch
ad troops is di-
a demogratic gov-
ed by the p=aple
hs ago, based on
put iat> ferce by
overnmant itself,
mocrakio Govern-
sh Guiana ocarries
n pledges to de-
ests of the people
1g naval and mili-
the colony.”

ouncil for Civil

e are profoundly ,:pf:ople but from the colonial

3 statement of the "~
concerning Gk e
wwrmad  farces to
British Griana.
pzar from any of
 issued that thaere
n in the colony
s display of force.
Jonstitution was
Colony as an ad-
yrevious situation

nial Office stater o, Communications.

S e Chma . Wik
haiving unconstitutionally er
that the Government Party
was using improper means to
Jfurther its petition for constita-
tional changes. The dispatch
of armed forces in the circum-
stances cannobt but adversely
aifect the civil liberties of the
people of the Colony.”

e

NOTICE. .

Due to present crisis we have
bad to reduce the size of
“Thunder” to 8 pages.

Part of October *‘Thunder”
was already printed before
Landiag of British Troops.

We regret that normal distri-
bution of “Thunder” to mem-
berswillbe curtatled thismonth.

We count on your continued
support- 2+ -— —The Editor.

Appeal Fund.

The Appeal Fund to help
defray travelling expaases for
our Party delesates, Comrades
Jagan ani Baraham to Loadon,
1s stili opan.

Sead y our Contribution to

eazral S22retary, P.P.P. 106,
Resent Strazt, Geordztown.

All persons holdins Lists
shoald report to - Party Head-
quarters as s00.1 as possible.

Armed Interven-
tion In Guiana.

Contiaued from page 1.
every imperialist move was

terrifying to those who derived

their authority not from the

oMde, ErDe discovery of Tantalite
and columbite, strategic war ma-
terials much sought after by the
Amesricang, the discovery of iron
ore and other minerals stimulated
the apnatite of th2 coloniters.
They hated a patriotic party in the
ministries of Loeal Governmant,
Mines an d Forests, Education,

Health and housing, Labour In- -

) ~
dustry and”~@ommerce, and

Even the Gov-

=

‘evon the obstructing insirumj
tality of the State Council
not comforting to them.

The People’s ProgreSive
was following faithfully
pledges in its Election Mg
festo, which was nothing newg
many thousands were in thehaj
of thes Guianese people. 3
adherancs to its pledges irrital
the Government Officials.

As for the local employing el
led by the sugar producerS, thik
were known to be carrying
activity subversive to the mife G
terial set-up from ¢efofe (N geinen
elactions. The bill introducedfgm trave
the Minister of Labour, whifet K.L.»
was published in our electi§d¥ af ter
manifesto was designed to secifigbate 1n
recognition £ o r unions withn@Under
jority support. Aimed at the doWing jout
fall of every company unifaferview
this bill called forth oppositilong so>s
of all the big firms employifarliame:
labour as totalitarianism, ete,

Various  ugly rumours al
svhispering campaigns were fi
gun “Russian forces,” said
fanatic Roman Catholies “ai
massing at the Brazilian border

The aim of the Minister
Elucation to abolish dual coni
of schools and to have these g
erned by a Government appoinf
Board was enough for the chur
heirarchy who announced i
“Religion will be abolishzd.”

Arminarin with the rich, thes
fore, the church foaght the 8lech
Gevernment of the psop!e, joini
in the appeal not to Christ
to London for help. 3

The Armv and the poli%e raide
Party Headquate:s, and the hom
of Members. T rror reignedi
Guiana. Inreply the sugar esti
went on strike, and sm2'l dapos
tors with drew their savings fror
the P.O. savinge®ank. The pao
stood firmly behind the PPP,

A new red flag was hoisted
Party's Office.  Slogans wer
up “Army Go Home”. “Wewi
Peacs”.; ,

‘Peaca and Freedom® Thisis

immediate ery of the Guian

pE(}Ql? oy lasting happiness,
Ly P i
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